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EPILOGUE 

 

    As one can see from the above, the Catechism by Bp. Louis Morrow underwent quite some 

changes in the course of going from the original authentic Roman Catholic version to the utterly 

Novus Ordo version (a different work, rightly given a different title from the first, namely “Our 

Catholic Faith” [sic], to distinguish it from the original), and furthermore that he was no 

traditionalist but actually ahead of the game, anticipating Novus Ordo details long before their 

official introduction. 

    In the first revision, made for the 1955 Edition, the only thing changed was the new simpler 

artwork substituted for the original; the text remained exactly the same. 

    For the second revision, made for the 1958 Edition, little differed but the insertion of several 

other sections in the Catechism earlier on caused the number of the section to go from 140 to 

143 (and commensurate adjustments to the page numbers), but the same artwork was used 

and only a very few extremely minor adjustments of a proofreading nature made to the text. 

    The third revision, made especially for the “Silver Jubilee Edition” in 1961, introduced color, 

but notably also introduced the first truly Novus Ordo element to the Catechism, namely the 

“Lay Offertory Processional.” 

    The fourth revision, made especially for the first “Ecumenical Spirit Edition” in 1963, 

introduced all new drawings, with the priest turned around facing the audience.  Even the “Lay 

Offertory Processional” drawing just introduced was redrawn to be consistent with the style of 

the others, and to simplify background architecture and clothing styles also subtly more in 

keeping with the Novus Ordo scheme. 

    The fifth revision, made for the 1965 Edition, eliminated drawings for all the stages of the 

Mass that came from the pre-1961 editions, keeping only the “Lay Offertory Processional,” but 

adding a few new drawings for an “Entrance Rite,” the “Final Blessing,” one for a new 

subsection on “Concelebration,” and one for another new subsection on “Communion Under 

Both Kinds.”  The text is substantially rewritten to fit the new “theology.” 

    The editions of the Catechism (the first ones to be titled “Our Catholic Faith”) published from 

1968 through 1975 were of portions only and did not include this section. 

    The final revision, made for the 2004 Edition, retained most drawings included in the 1965 

edition (but with altar girls, and the priest’s biretta removed) and significantly revised the text yet 

again to incorporate extracts from various post-Vatican II documents and renumbered this as 

section 119 (from 143 in the previous).  The “Communion Under Both Kinds” subsection was 

actually moved to the next section on “Holy Communion” hence the page number gap. 


